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Restoring the Penobscot

I have spent my entire life liv-
ing, fishing, camping, boatfing
and even working on the Penob-
scot River. As a child, before the
Clean Water Act of the 19680s, 1
was forbidden to play near the
river because it was considered
an open sewer. It wasn't untii the
1970s and 1980s that if occurred
to me there might be life in the
river because I had never heard

~of anyone fishing the Penobscot.

I am thrilled about the pro-
posed Penochscot River Restera-
fion Project and its potential to
restore not only Atlantic salmen
but also other native species
such as sturgeon, siriped bass,
rainbow smelts and shad. The
river’s sea-run fisheries are dee-
imated. This affects the wildlife
of the river and economic and
cultural opportunities for people
who live here. Decades of experi-
ence and money have proved
there are too many dams for
adult fish.to navigate on their
upstream migration to spawn
and for young fish to get back
down without heavy mortality.
Many species won't use fish lad-
ders.

Today there is not a self-sus-
taining run of native Aflantic
salmon above three dams. And,
with a documented shortnose
sturgeon population on the river,
we have the opportuniiy to
restore habitat for an endan-

 gered species through a project
already under way. As good stew-
ards of the Penobscot River and
its vast watershed we owe it {o -
ourselves, Maine residents and
the nation to do all we can to
support one of the largest and
most important river restora-
tion efforts this country has ever
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The project offers a wonderful
opportunity to maintain basical-
ly the same level of energy pro-
duction with fewer dams and to
restore the once abundant fish-
eries. Let's show the world that
Mainers still care abowt our nat-
ural resourees,

' Gary Arsenanlt
- Winterport



