9th Annual Bangor
Paddle Smart Safety Symposium
For Beginner and Experienced Paddlers Alike!
Kicking off National Safe Boating Week!

Date:  Friday, April 10, 2009 Time: 5-9:30 p.m. 
 Husson College Gymnasium 

An Informed Paddler is a Safer Paddler
The mission of Paddle Smart is to provide paddle sport safety education & information to our community and region, sharing our knowledge through demonstration and instruction while promoting stewardship of our waterways.


Greetings!

Once again we’re gearing up for our annual Paddle Smart safety symposium. Our core group of organizers hopes you're enjoying this surplus of winter snow which is going to bring awesome spring water! Following are some the details to help kick off National Safe Boating week.  We hope you can join us in supporting this event, and will feel free to offer up some suggestions so we can make this year’s event the best yet.

First and foremost you’ll notice we’ve changed locations. Instead of the YMCA we’ll be at Husson College’s gymnasium and pool. The Husson facility in Bangor is ideal with great parking, a wonderful pool area with plenty of seating, easy accessibility, a good display area, and we’ll be able to utilize three large classrooms, all within feet of each other to make attending the various lectures a breeze. 

Again this year we’ve scheduled the event for the week prior to the Kenduskeag Canoe Race so we can run a series of race related workshops.  Please contact us by Feb 20th with ideas and include them in your proposal! 

We’re once again looking to raffle a boat to help us raise funds, and we would also welcome donations for table space from exhibitors.
Thanks to the support we've had from individuals and organizations for the past eight years in offering "The Paddle Smart Safety Symposium," we've been able to meet our goal of reaching out to the paddling public (over 200 participants each year!) to inform them of the inherent dangers of paddle sports, and to educate them in risk reduction, which we believe leads to enhanced enjoyment and a reduced number of accidents! The thrust of our event has been, and continues to be, SAFETY, focusing on what folks need to know to be safer on the water. We believe that increased knowledge leads to better decision making!

We'd love to have you share your important messages with the paddling community at our event! We offer participants and exhibitors two forums to reach the public:
  ● 45 minute presentations three classrooms (we are limited in the number of classroom periods, so we will be selective here);
  ● Interactive table displays in the hard-floor area between the Gymnasium and the Pool.  We ask that you have some activity that conveys your message.

Please let us know if you and your organization are interested getting your information out to the paddling community and helping us to create a safer paddling environment for the upcoming season. We welcome your participation and ideas. 
The event is FREE to the public with suggested donations and space is free to exhibitors and volunteer presenters.  This year, as we did last, we are asking exhibitors for table space donations at their discretion.   

Please complete the following confirmation page to give us a brief description of your presentation which focuses on some aspect of paddling safety to be submitted to the committee for consideration and what you will have as a display theme. Include what supplies you may need when you arrive.

 
Thank you for your interest in our event!

Paddle Smart Coordinators: Karen Francoeur, Castine Kayak Adventures; Brad Ryder, Epic Sports; Al Johnson, U.S. Coast Guard; Jeff Strout, Bangor Daily News; Ryan and Trish Simpson; Jeff Wren, Husson College swim program

REGISTRATION  FORM
PADDLE SMART SAFETY SYMPOSIUM 2008

APRIL 10, 5-9:30 

 Husson College Gymnasium
____Yes! Our group would love to participate in the Paddle Smart Safety Symposium this year and will be sending (indicate up to four names for exhibitor name tags)

 ____ No we will be unable to attend this year.

   ____ No. of Posters we can send you to help us promote the event

   ____  Donation Amount enclosed  $......................................

Name _________________________________________________

Organization Name__________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

email _____________________________

Phone __________________________________

Contact Person ________________________________________

Other members staffing your booth  (for Nametags)

1.  ____________________________

2. ____________________________

3. ____________________________


*FYI:  Each Exhibitor will be provided with a 6 foot table and chairs, Please let us know if you will need electricity or any other needs.  Presenters will be provided with a screen if necessary, Please provide any other necessary Audio Video that is necessary for your presentations.  

· Description of what you will be DISPLAYING 
· Description of your PRESENTATION for consideration.

· Speakers Name: _______________________________________

· Attach Speaker’s Bio____________________________________

· *Attach JPEG of Speaker’s Photo for our Web

· Please Check off any items that you will be needing

_____Electrical outlet


_____Wall space (we can only tape things to the walls… some displays will be in center area)

____Other 

Suggestions to improve this year's event???? We welcome your input!!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Visit the web for more info www.castinekayak.com/paddlesmart.htm
Please submit by Feb 4, 2008

Need to update this section, but I have no e-mail address – should info come to Karen or the Simpsons????

Please return confirmation via email to Tricia Simpson at countrygirl65@yahoo.com
