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$555B budget aids Maine

‘Funds for Penobscot River fish habitat, LIHEAP in package

BY KEVIN MILLER
Oi—' THE NEWS STAFF

The omnibus $505 billion
| budget bill signed by President
| Bush this week contains much-
" needed assistance for Mainers
struggling to heat their homes
and millions of dollars for Jocal
eonservation projects, includ-
ing fish passage in the Penob-
scot River.

Maine's congressional dele-
gation had made home heating
assistance a top priority during
budget negotiations. The feder-

al spending package approved
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nearly 1,000 miles of habitat to
 Atlantic salmon, alewives and
other sea-run fish now blocked
from migrating upstream.

In return, PPL wiil be allowed
to increase powsr generation at
six other dams to oﬁset the losses
at the three,

The additional federal money,
when combined with privaie
donations and previous federai
allocations, will allow the trust fo

buy the three dams and begin-
. engineering work. The trust then

must raise an estimated $25 mil-
lion to remove the two dams and
build a fish bypass around the
Howiand dam,

“The Penobscot Indian people.

— whose homeland includes the
Pencbscot River Watershed —
have waited patiently for many
years to see the once great fish-
ery runs of the Penobscot
restored,” Chief Kirk Francis of
the Penobscot Nation said in a
statement. The Penohscot
Natlon is a member of the
Penobscot River Restoration
Trust. “[The] action by both the
Maine congressional delegation

by both Congress and the Bush
administration contains $2.6
billion for the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram.

Maine will receive a mini-
mum of $25.5 million in
LIHEAP funds in the current
federal fiscal yvear, which began
Oct. 1. It also will be elizible for
a portion of the $586 million in
emergency LIHEAP funding

‘which the administration can

dispense at its discretion.

Members of the Maine dele-

gation are asking the president
to release the emergency fund-

ing immediately to help low-
income famities offset the rising
costs of heating ofl. More than
48,000 Maine households typi-
cally receive money from the
federal program.

Proponents of several high-
profile land conservation proj-
ects also were pleased with pro-
visions of the federal budget.

For months now, those
involved with a historic pian to
rernove two dams and bypass a
third on the Penchscot River
have been working with Maine's
delegation to secure $10 million
for the project.

The final budget lacked an
exact dollar figure for the
Penobscot restoration project.
However, the head of the
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric  Administration has
assured members of Maine's
delegation that the project will
receive the full $10 miilion.

An agreement signed in June
2004 allows a coalition known as
the Penobscot River Restoration

‘Trust to buy the Veazie, Great

Works and Howland dams from

power company PPL Corp. The

project is expected to open up
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and NOAA is as good a Christ-
mas present as we could have
hoped for.”
" The omnibus budget bill also
contains $3.25 million in Forest
Legacy funds to buy a working
forest easement from GMO
Renewable Resources on 24,500
acres near Great Pond in Han-
cock County,

Maine aiready had received
$2.2 million in Forest Legacy

funds for another part of what
is known as the Lower Penob-
scot Forest project. Combined,
the two phases will prohibit
development. on more than
42,500 acres stiretching from
the  Sunkhaze Meadows
National Wildiife Refuge in
Milford to the west branch of
the Union River

" Bruce Kidman, spokesman
for The Nature Censervancy,

which helped coordinate the
project, praised GMO for the
company’'s willingness to work .
with his organization, the staie
and other groups.

“They have been really open
about conservation, which is
very nice,” Kidman said. “A lot
of the time we approach
landowners. They came {0 us
and said, ‘If there is interest, let
us know "




